
The Roasting of Alan Stewart.

The Earl of Cassillis, Gilbert Kennedy, was also known as the King of
Carrick. By 1570 the Kennedy family had acquired most of the land
around the Dunure and Maybole area, butthey didn't own
Crossraguel Abbey which belonged to the Commendator [1] Alan
Stewart. The Earl wanted the Abbey, but Stewart had refused to sell
him what was for all practical purposes his own property.

Crossraguel Abbey, near Maybole.

In the early autumn of 1570, Alan Stewart went down to Ayrshire to
visit the Abbey as the guest of his brother-in-law, the laird of
Bargeny, also a Kennedy, One day late in August 1570, as the
Commendator was walking through the woods near the Abbey he
was taken captive by the Earl and some of his men and taken to
Dunure Castle where he was imprisoned.


