The Roasting of Alan Stewart.

The Earl of Cassillis, Gilbert Kennedy, was
Carrick. By 1570 the Kennedy family had acq!
around the Dunure and tMaeyyb odied na'rte ao,wnb ut

Crossraguel Abbey which belonged to the Comil
Stewart. The Earl wanted the Abbey, but St e\
him what was for al/l practical purposes his
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Crossraguel Abbey, near Maybol e.
In the early autumn of 1570, Al an Stewart wi
visit the Abbey as theif#gjawsttbe hasrbdrofher
Bargeny, also a Kennedy, One day | ate in Au¢
Commendator was wal king through the woods ne
was taken captive by the Earl and some of hi

Dunure Castle where he was imprisoned.
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After |l etting Stewart | anguish for a few da
Earl tried to persuade him to sign over Cr o
Stewart refused. The Ear|l then ordered his
Commendator to a secret chamber. known as t ht



Dunure Castle vaults.

Stewart was stripped of his c¢clothes save onl
and was bound above the fire which was then
pour ed eori lhiow so that he would roast sl owly,
When he cried out with pain he was gagged s

After roasting on the spit for several hour
and presented to the Earl . Again he was ask:t
Abbeybut again he refused. The roasting res
time the Earl asked the Commendator to sighn
him. The Commendator, by now obviously in gi
signed the document.

Obviously, the severely budnntt Goemmeenl deaatsoerd c t
unt i | his injuries had healed, so |l ater whel
ordered his servants to keep the Commendat ol
Bargeny, a rival of the Kennedys and someon:t
interest in acquiring tiittsl d atna st, h eh efalride yofa
affair he sent his servants wunder the bannei
Page, to the Castle under cover of darkness.
with the castle's defensive weaknesses, the
which | ed insi de ft hteh enacians tbloed.y lon t he mornin
the servants opened the main gates, David al
the castle and gained control



