
The Roasting of Alan Stewart.

The Earl of Cassillis, Gilbert Kennedy, was also known as the King of
Carrick. By 1570 the Kennedy family had acquired most of the land
around the Dunure and Maybole area, butthey didn't own
Crossraguel Abbey which belonged to the Commendator [1] Alan
Stewart. The Earl wanted the Abbey, but Stewart had refused to sell
him what was for all practical purposes his own property.

Crossraguel Abbey, near Maybole.

In the early autumn of 1570, Alan Stewart went down to Ayrshire to
visit the Abbey as the guest of his brother-in-law, the laird of
Bargeny, also a Kennedy, One day late in August 1570, as the
Commendator was walking through the woods near the Abbey he
was taken captive by the Earl and some of his men and taken to
Dunure Castle where he was imprisoned.



Dunure Castle.

After letting Stewart languish for a few days in the dungeons, the
Earl tried to persuade him to sign over Crossraguel Abbey, but
Stewart refused. The Earl then ordered his servants to take the
Commendator to a secret chamber known as the Black Vault.



Dunure Castle vaults.

Stewart was stripped of his clothes save only his sark and doublet,
and was bound above the fire which was then lit. The servants
poured oil over him so that he would roast slowly, but not burn.
When he cried out with pain he was gagged so he would not be
heard.

After roasting on the spit for several hours Stewart was cut down
and presented to the Earl. Again he was asked to sign over the
Abbey, but again he refused. The roasting resumed and for a third
time the Earl asked the Commendator to sign the Abbey over to
him. The Commendator, by now obviously in great pain, agreed and
signed the document.

Obviously, the severely burnt Commendator couldn't be released
until his injuries had healed, so later when the Earl left the castle he
ordered his servants to keep the Commendator prisoner. When
Bargeny, a rival of the Kennedys and someone who also had an
interest in acquiring title to the Abbey and its lands, heard of this
affair he sent his servants under the banner of David Kennedy, his
Page, to the Castle under cover of darkness. Being well acquainted
with the castle's defensive weaknesses, they entered the Chapel
which led inside the main body of the castle. In the morning when
the servants opened the main gates, David and his men stormed
the castle and gained control.


